August 2021 Newsletter

Living in His Goodness
As our Work & Witness summer season is coming to a close, the busyness of having many teams at ARO is slowing
down, and as we prepare for the upcoming year ahead in the life of ARO, I want to re ect and share with you how
God has been so faithful to the ministry of ARO. Re ecting on all He has done reminds us to continually surrender
and put our trust in the One that always provides and directs our paths.
ARO is living in the days of His Goodness, we are seeing the fruits of His faithfulness right now! Throughout the
ministry that ARO does, the work that lies ahead seems daunting, and insurmountable at times. The weight of
seeing a need and needing to ful ll that need is heavy at times throughout this life in ministry. Because sometimes
we don't know how that need will be met, or if enough teams will come, or how that project will get completed. But
we continue to work and prepare and pave the way, and God has always been faithful and always provided.
Early on in this year we experienced ice storms and ooding in Appalachia that wreaked havoc on our area of the
country. I know during this time in the life of ARO the work that was ahead of us seemed impossible. But God
provided the people, the laborers, and the
supplies. Our Work & Witness teams both in Martin County, Kentucky and Nicholas County, West Virginia along
with our Disaster Relief Teams, we were able to complete 145 projects with over 12,500 labor hours completed for
the year thus far. Both of these numbers will continue to grow as we still have teams scheduled for the fall! All
glory goes to God and we praise Him for his faithfulness to us and for provided the right people, our partners, at
just the right time.
As you continue to read in this newsletter of how God has been so good and so faithful to us, I want to challenge you
to look back and re ect on your own life, and how He has always been faithful and how He has been so good to you!
And give Him the gratitude and praise that He deserves. Trust Him, his Mercy, his Goodness, his Faithfulness,
because He never fails and you will come to see that you are currently living in His Goodness.

In His Care,
Dwayne P. Mills,
Executive Director, ARO

Throughout the month of August we had multiple teams serve at our two
locations in Martin County, Kentucky, and Nicholas County, West Virginia.
As more work was completed we are grateful for the lives that were
impacted and forever changed. Please enjoy these pictures as a highlight of
the work that is continuing to be done in the mountains of Appalachia!

All hard work brings a pro t, but mere talk leads only to poverty.
Proverbs 14:23
I want to take this time to publicly commend the work that has been done by our partners at
Appalachia Reach Out. You have taken the lead in making sure that Martin County is not a place of
poverty, but a place of pro t. This year I have witnessed individuals, churches and organizations
come together to achieve just that. You have done the hard work, whether it was the time you
gave of yourself, nancial giving or most important your prayers. What has taken place here in
Martin County through all your e orts has made a change for generations to come. We will never
know the true impact that has been made this side of heaven, only eternity will tell. I can
personally say that I have witnessed people live out the verse in Colossians 3:23, “whatever you
do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human.” I have witnessed
individuals go into situations that were undesirable. They went in and did it with a smile on their
face. This proves that when we do work for the Lord and not for man that HE will ll us with JOY
even though the task ahead may be less than desirable.
Here are the numbers to show what has been accomplished through your e orts. Appalachia
Reach Out / Kentucky year to date has had a total of 437 work & witness participants. These
participants have given roughly 12,500 labor hours. ARO partnered with 4 organizations at 11
work sites for a total of 63 projects completed. ARO also partnered with 14 individual residents
with 34 projects completed. This brings the total projects completed to 96 for 2021. Our work is
not nished for the year we still have a few groups scheduled throughout the fall, so these
numbers will increase. I give you this information not to say look what we have done but to say
LOOK WHAT GOD IS DOING. This is what it looks like when HIS CHURCH comes together with
one goal in mind. I leave you with a statement that is used around ARO often, “If this can happen
in Martin County, it can happen where you live as well.”
Dave Crum
Work & Witness Director
ARO/Kentucky

ARO: WEST VIRGINIA
We had a total of eight teams from the region come for Work & Witness trips in the mountains of WV. These
teams worked in 23 individual homes, and completed 49 total projects! Aside from the homes, individuals from
seven of the eight teams also worked alongside another organization (Starting Points) we are partnered with in
Richwood, WV. There, they helped organize a new food and clothing pantry for babies and young mothers by
painting, putting together shelving, assembling clothing racks, moving truckloads of supplies, and making this
new location ready to serve the people there. Others also helped to do the same thing for their new thrift store,
and still others assisted in beauti cation e orts around their main building in town and helped restock food for
their soup kitchen here. Because of these e orts, these facilities are now ready to serve the most needy in this
community.
Although we have just highlighted all the work that was done, the most important story here is all the witnessing
and praying for others that each and every team did on a daily basis! They all truly brought God's light and
love into the lives of so many people here, sometimes they were praying for the families they were dealing with,
and sometimes they were literally praying for people who walked by on the street. I rmly believe that God sent
the speci c, and right team into WV at the perfect time. Although each team was di erent, they each had within
them the exact skill necessary for God to do His work in the lives they were interacting with. It was truly
humbling to see how God was working through each and every one of these teams. I can honestly say that by the
time each team departed from here, that everyone of them knew that they had made a di erence in the lives of
those families and others they interacted with, and that the work they performed was very much needed and
appreciated by those same families/individuals!
Although the summer season is over, I am still hoping to see some teams this fall. Unfortunately, even though
we completed 49 total projects, my list for additional projects has only continued to grow. This week alone, I
have had at least 10 new referrals. So, if anyone wants to come back to WV this fall, even for a few days, I would
love to have you!Much work awaits! Finally, I just wanted to say THANK YOU to all those who sacri ced their
personal time, took a vacation, or lost work just to come and volunteer for a week in the service of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ to touch the lives of "the least of these"!
Victor Morris
Work & Witness Site Coordinator
ARO/West Virginia

If you are in the area where Dwayne will be speaking, we
would love to see you on the road!

Dwayne's Upcoming Speaking Schedule:
Sunday, September 12
Weirton (West Virginia) 1st Church of the Nazarene

Sunday, September 26
Louisa, Kentucky-The Table Church

TRUSTING IN HIM
If you have household items, clothing, building materials and
supplies please consider donating them to our ARO Thrift
Store, which is located on ARO's campus. Our ministry with
our Thrift Store generates roughly 60% of our income. Your
donations are greatly appreciated! We currently do not need
furniture donations at this time, as our storage area is maxed
to capacity with donated furniture.

Feel free to contact ARO's Executive Director, Dwayne Mills, at
dwayne.p.mills@gmail.com

We want to thank all of our partners for your
generosity through nancial giving, your time
and service, and also your prayers!

